The congregation is invited to read/sing the bold font.
*Indicates the congregation may stand unannounced.
Amplification devices to assist with hearing are available at the sound booth.

THE APPROACH TO GOD

Handbell Choir, “A Festive Toll”
by Chris D. Burton

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
Sing a new song to the Lord,
for God has done great things.
Shout to the Lord, all the earth,
break out in praise and sing for joy!
Sing your praise to the Lord with the harp,

Psalm 98

with the harp and beautiful melody.
Let the sea and everything in it shout God’s praise!
Let the earth and all living things join in!
Sing a new song to the Lord,
for God has done great things.
*SONG OF WORSHIP #35 “Morning Has Broken”
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Loving God,
From the beginning of time
you have shown up in many different ways.
You appeared in a burning bush, pillars of cloud and fire,
dark clouds, and quiet whispers.
In Jesus Christ you showed up with skin and bone.
No longer invisible, no longer an idea, but a person.
A person who embodied radical welcome, unconditional love,
and limitless mercy to everyone around him.

We confess

that we can be stuck in our heads.

We love to play with ideas, fine tune our doctrine,
and be confident in what we think.

Often, we fail to move those ideas into our bodies.

By your Spirit,

move our faith into our bodies.

Help us embody radical welcome, unconditional love,
and limitless mercy.

And in so doing, may we be ready to receive welcome,
love, and mercy from Christ.

In whose name we pray, amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS “For You Shall Go Out With Joy”

by Dale Grotenhuis

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Congregation, bless your children.
You are God’s beloved child. With you, God is well pleased.

*SONG OF PREPARATION
Holy words long preserved
For our walk in this world
They resound with God's own heart
O let the ancient words impart

“Ancient Words”

Words of life words of hope

Give us strength help us cope

In this world where'er we roam
Ancient words will guide us home

CHORUS: Ancient words ever true
Changing me changing you
We have come with open hearts
O let the ancient words impart

Holy words of our faith

Handed down to this age

Came to us through sacrifice

O heed the faithful words of Christ. CHORUS

REPEAT CHORUS

SCRIPTURE & SERMON Luke 24:13-35

THE RESPONSE TO GOD

SONG OF THANKSGIVING Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, whose image we all bear;

Praise Christ, whose mercy we all share;
Praise Spirit, making justice grow—

One God from whom all blessings flow! Amen.

Tithes/offerings placed in the baskets at the entrance of the sanctuary
are brought forward as a sign of our response to God’s call on our lives.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

’

*SONG OF RESPONSE #551 “As a Fire Is Meant for Burning’

*BENEDICTION

*SENDING SONG

The congregation is invited to stand and turn toward the center aisle,
blessing one another in song.
My friends, may you grow in grace,
and in the knowledge of our Lord, and Savior.
My friends, may you grow in grace,
and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.
To God be the glory, now and forever, now and forever, amen.
To God be the glory, now and forever, now and forever, amen.

“My Friends, May You Grow in Grace”

*POSTLUDE “Now Thank We All Our God”

by Milton Detjen
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THIS WILL ONLY TAKE A SECOND
CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF November 16, 2025

TODAY
ARE YOU A GUEST TODAY? 9:45 am  Worship Service

Welcome--we're so glad you've come to worship with us! If you're looking for a 2:30 pm  High School Youth Group
church to call your own, we hope you'll return another Sunday to get to know us even 4:00 pm  Handbell Choir
better. SRC values history and tradition as well as creativity and innovation. 6:00 pm  Middle School Youth Group

We try not to take ourselves too seriously. Most of all, we're a congregation where

anyone can belong just as they are. God welcomes all. And so do we. TUESDAY
8:00 am  Men’s Group

Actually, it may take 60 seconds, but check out the info below.

INTERESTED IN RECEIVING SRC EMAILS? 2:00 pm  Coffee, Cookies, and Conversation
Please email Rachel at rachel@2refpella.org to sign up to receive SRC’s weekly 7:00 pm  Christian Nationalism Class
newsletter (On Second Thoughts) and other important announcements. Archived WEDNESDAY

copies of the weekly newsletters are on SRC’s website. 5:45 pm  Advent Program Practice

7 hoi
PREFER TO GIVE ONLINE? 00 pm  Sanctuary Choir

Secure online giving is now available through our financial record-keeping program
(Aplos) and its payment processing provider (Stripe). You can make a E Ty ;
one-time donation or set up recurring donations. Access SRC’s P il
online giving page using this QR code or by going to https://
app.aplos.com/aws/give/SecondReformedChurch/General.
Thank you for your generous support of SRC’s mission!

NEXT SUNDAY
9:45 am  Worship Service
2:30 pm  High School Youth Group
6:00 pm  Middle School Youth Group

Greeters: Ed Willis, Nancy & Dale VanderBroek, Sara Hefflefinger
Next Week: Mark & Ben Thompson

Nursery: Mike Montgomery, Allie Thomas, Keane Allen
Next Week: Neriah Hardeman

Storyteller: Annie Foskett
Next Week: Lisa Zylstra

Barista: Sherril Graham
Next Week: Kathy Thompson

Staff of Second Reformed Church

Elizabeth Brown Hardeman Pastor elizabeth@2refpella.org

Michael Hardeman Pastor mike@2refpella.org

Katie Alley Pastor of Youth & Formation katie@2refpella.org

Rachel Renaud Communications & Office Manager rachel@2refpella.org

Lori Witt Worship Accompanist & Organist lori@2refpella.org

Sean Stephenson Director of Musical Ensembles sean@2refpellla.org 23 rd Su nday Of Ord i nary Ti me
Kellee Van Hemert Worship Support Liaison kellee@2refpella.org

Shane Rouw Facilities Coordinator shane@2refpella.org November 16, 2025 - 945 am

612 Broadway Pella, lowa 50219

website: www.2refpella.org

e-mail: inffo@2refpella.org

church office: 641-628-3982

for pastoral care outside of normal office hours, call Mike or Elizabeth at home: 641-619-5350
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